
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA 
ST. CLAIR RIVER SYMPOSIUM: BRIDGING GAPS 

 
 
9:00 Land Acknowledgement 

Paulette Duhaime, Co-Chair, St. Clair River Area of Concern Public Advisory Council 
 

Opening Prayer 
Naomi Williams, Heritage Centre Supervisor, Walpole Island Heritage Centre 

 
9:05 Welcome  

• Sheri Faust, Executive Director, Friends of the St. Clair River and Kris Lee, Co-Chair, St. Clair 
River Area of Concern Public Advisory Council 

• Anita Ashford, Mayor, City of Port Huron  
• Kyle Johnson, Regional Manager, Office of U.S. Senator Elissa Slotkin 
• Representative Lisa McClain, Michigan’s 9th District (video) 

 
9:10 Binational Perspectives of an Area of Concern 

• April White, Great Lakes Program Officer, Canada Water Agency  
• Carla Rosenfeld, EPA Great Lakes National Program Office  
• Gary Kohlhepp, Manager, Great Lakes Watersheds Assessment, Restoration, and 
       Management Section, MI Dept of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

 
9:30 Reflecting on the St Clair River Achievements 

• Weston Hillier, Areas of Concern Coordinator, EGLE  
 

 
9:40 Keynote Address 

The Importance of Restoring Waterways for Manoomin - Tori Engler, Natural Resources 
Specialist, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 

 
Tori Engler is a Natural Resources Specialist II focusing on wild rice or Manoomin  
(Zizania palustris and Zizania aquatica) management and restoration. During the spring and early 
summer, she conducts Blanding’s Turtle surveys to inform conservation and management decisions. 
During the mid-to-late summer she uses Diver-Assisted Suction Harvesting (DASH) and hand-pulling to 
remove harmful invasive Eurasian water milfoil from Lake Tawas that threatens the native wild rice. She 
also conducts wild rice surveys of known rice beds in the Saginaw Chippewa ceded territory and 
manages the tribe’s wild rice restoration projects. Tori earned her BS in Wildlife Ecology and 
Management from Michigan Tech and her MS in Fisheries and Wildlife from Virginia Tech. 

 
 
10:10 Break 
 
 
10:30  Session 1: Habitat & Wildlife 

• Mudpuppy Habitat Distribution and Health Along the St. Clair River to Western Lake Erie -         
David Mifsud, Herpetological Resource and Management, LLC                             

• State of the Fisheries – Andrew Briggs, Fisheries Research Biologist, Michigan DNR Fisheries     
Division 

• Collaboration in Conservation – Terry McFadden, Field Operations Manager, Michigan DNR 
Wildlife Division, and John Darling, Wildlife Technician, Michigan DNR Wildlife Division 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11:15 St. Clair River Partner Awards 
 
11:30 Lunch 
 
12:15 Session 2: Impairment Status 

• Drinking Water Monitoring Network Program - Meghan Price, Scientist, Environmental 
Consulting and Technologies, Inc.  

• Prepared Together: Hazmat Spills on the St Clair River – Justin Westmiller, Director, St. 
Clair County Emergency Management 

• Wildlife Consumption Study – Ken Drouillard, Professor, Great Lakes Institute for 
Environmental Research, University of Windsor 

• Eat Safe Fish Regulations - Lisa Fischer, Michigan Dept of Health and Human Services, and 
Brandon Armstrong, Aquatic Biology Specialist, EGLE 

 
1:15 Session 3: New Challenges 

• Great Lakes Phragmites Collaboration and Management - Autumn McGowan, Program 
Specialist, Great Lakes Commission 

• Spatiotemporal Dynamics of Phytoplankton Nutrient Limitation in Lake St. Clair – Nicole 
Wagner, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Oakland University  

• Aamjiwnaang: Who We Are - Lynn Rosales, Environmental Coordinator, Aamjiwnaang First 
Nation 

 
2:15 Break 
 
2:30 Session 4: On The Horizon 

• Hydroturbines in the St. Clair River – Dr. Lei Zuo, Herbert C. Sadler Collegiate Professor of 
Engineering, University of Michigan 

• Towards Climate Resilience: Recent Contributions by the IJC’s Great Lakes Advisory 
Boards – Raj Bejankiwar, Physical Scientist, International Joint Commission 

• Anishinaabeg Cultural Connections to Water – Naomi Williams, Heritage Centre 
Supervisor, Walpole Island Heritage Centre 

• Ecotourism of the Blue Water Area – Michael Hensley, President, Blue Water Convention 
and Visitors Bureau  

 
3:30 Closing Remarks 

Paulette Duhaime and Kris Lee, Co-Chairs, St. Clair River Area of Concern Advisory Council 
 
3:45 Afterglow at Freighters (Complimentary beverage ticket included) 
 
 
 Please complete 

our Symposium 
evaluation - 
Thank you! 


